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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 



[Submission required under 37 CFR 1.114] Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
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Suspension of action on the above-identifted application is requested under 37 CFR 1 .103(c) for a 
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The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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IN3THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application Serial No 09/234,233 

Confirmation No 6381 

Filing Date January 20, 1999 

Inventor Weimin -Ulet al 

Assignee Micron Technology, Inc. 

Group Art Unit 2818 

Examiner Dung A. Le 

Attorney's Docket No MI22-1035 

Customer No . 021567 

Title: Semiconductor Processing Methods 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT TO ACCOMPANY RCE FILING 



To: Mail Stop RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 
Art Unit 2818 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

From: James E. Lake (Tel. 509-624-4276; Fax 509-838-3424) 

Wells St. John P.S. 
601 West First Avenue, Suite 1300 
Spokane, WA 99201-3828 



AMENDMENTS 



No amendments. 
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